
What else do you need? The 
comic book, a pen and paper, 
the photocopy sheet, a pair  

of scissors, glue, a computer 
with an internet connection,  

a printer and an atlas.
Have fun!
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1
Vincent van Gogh is 

born in Zundert

Start of the American civil 
war (1861-1865)

Vincent van Gogh dies in Auvers-sur-Oise

Karl Benz develops the first 
petrol-powered horseless 
carriage

1858

1861

Opening of the Suez Canal

1869

1885

Karl Marx publishes
Das Kapital

Franco-Prussian War (1870 -1871): 
creation of the German Empire 

Thomas Edison invents the first 
successful light bulb 

World’s Fair: opening of the  
Eiffel Tower in Paris

1859

1867

1871

1879

1889

Charles Darwin publishes  
On the Origin of Species 

First transatlantic telegraph 
cable

Alexander Graham Bell 
carries out the first long-

distance telephone call 1876

Vincent van Gogh was born in 1853 and died in 1890. The 
timeline below will give you an impression of the period 
he lived in.

1853

1854

1855

1856

1857

1858

1859

1860

1861

1862

1863

1864

1865

1866

1867

1868

1869

1870

1871

1872

1873

1874

1875

1876

1877

1878

1879

1880

1881

1882

1883

1884

1885

1886

1887

1888

1889

1890

a  Cut out the pictures from the photocopy  
sheet and put them in the right place on the 
timeline.

B  Make your own timeline of Vincent van Gogh’s 
life. Look for more information about Vincent 
in the comic book and on the internet.
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As you’ve read in the comic book, 
Vincent van Gogh lived and worked 
in a number of different countries 
in Europe. In this exercise, we’ll 
take a look at all the different 
places he went. You’ll need an  
atlas for this task.

2

a  Mark on the map the places where Vincent 
lived. Zundert, Brussels, Nuenen, Amsterdam, 
Arles, London, The Hague, Auvers-sur-Oise, 
Saint-Rémy-de-Provence, Antwerp, Paris, 
Cuesmes (Borinage)

b  Next to the name of the place, write approxi-
mately the year(s) when Vincent was there.

c  What forms of transport could Vincent have 
used at that time? 

d  Vincent lived and worked in different coun-
tries. Can you imagine what sort of practical 
problems he might have had when he moved 
abroad to work? Do you think it’s easier or 

more difficult for someone to move to another 
country to work nowadays? Why?

e  Nowadays, when people move to different 
countries, the terms ‘emigration’, ‘immigra-
tion’ and ‘integration’ are often used. Can you 
define these words? Could we say that Vincent 
‘emigrated’ to France?

f  How easy do you think Vincent found it to 
adjust to his life outside the Netherlands? 
What might help people to settle in and feel 
comfortable when they start life in a new 
country? What is an ‘expat’? Do you think we 
can describe Vincent as an expat?

France

            The 
Netherlands

England

Belgium

AmsteRdam / 1877
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3
a  Cut out the pictures of the people from the 

photocopy sheet and stick them in the right 
place on the tree below.

b  How did Vincent earn money to support  
himself? 

c  What do you think about the way he made  
his living?

d  Vincent’s brother, Theo van Gogh, always 
helped and supported him. Explain the way(s) 
that Theo helped Vincent.

e  Why do you think Theo always helped out his 
elder brother? Please give a written response.

f  If someone doesn’t have a job nowadays or 
finds it difficult to make ends meet, he or she 
can apply for benefits. What was the situation 
like in Vincent’s day?

g  Using your previous answers to help, explain 
why Theo played such an important part in 
Vincent’s life. Write at least ten sentences on 
the subject. 

Vincent (Uncle 
Cent) van Gogh

UNCLE

Jo van Gogh - 
Bonger 

SISTER-IN-
LAW

Cor van Gogh

BROTHER

Wilhelmina van 
Gogh

SISTER

Anna van Gogh Vincent van Gogh

SISTER

Elizabeth van 
Gogh

SISTER

Theodorus van 
Gogh

FATHER

Anna van Gogh - 
Carbentus

MOTHER

Vincent depended on his brother 
Theo for financial support and 
other assistance. In this exercise, 
we’re going to take a look at the 
people around Vincent.

FRIEND FRIEND TEACHER FRIEND

Doctor Gachet Anthon van 
Rappard

Anton Mauve Sien Hoornik Paul Gauguin

FRIEND

Theo van Gogh

BROTHER
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A  On the first page of the comic book, what 
does Vincent think might be wrong with 
him? And what disorder do the doctors 
say he is suffering from?

b  Vincent suffered from attacks that made 
him so confused that he didn’t know 
what was happening or what he was 
doing. How has the illustrator depicted 
this in the comic book?

c  Towards the end of the book, Vincent 
speaks to a gravedigger. Has he seen the 

gravedigger before? Can you suggest why 
this particular person might be significant 
for Vincent at this point in his life?

d  What does Vincent talk to the gravedig-
ger about?

e  What does the gravedigger say Vincent 
will receive if he makes a sacrifice?

f  What exactly is the sacrifice that they’re 
talking about?
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4
a  Find the following works of art in the comic 

book and note down the numbers of the pages 
they appear on.

b  Compare the real paintings and drawings  
with the illustrations in the comic book.  
Do the pictures look like the original works  
of art? Explain your opinion in writing.

The comic book tells Vincent van 
Gogh’s life story. The illustra-
tor has incorporated many of 
Vincent’s drawings and paintings 
into the pictures.

Vincent van Gogh became famous not only for his paint-
ings, but also because of his illness and tragic death.  
He wrote a lot of letters, mostly to Theo, his younger 
brother. Because of these letters, we now know a great 
deal about Vincent’s life.

5
When Vincent was in an 

institution, he wrote a  

letter to his brother  

Theo: ‘And I can see 

myself already in advance, 

on the day when I have 

some success, longing for 

my solitude and distress 

here (…) Every cloud has  

a silver lining.’ In one of  

his last letters, he wrote: 

‘I risk my life for my  

own work.’
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Realism Reproducing an object 
in paint as precisely as possible,  
so that it looks the same as it does 
in reality. 

Japonism The influence of art 
from Japan on Western artists.

Impressionism Changes in 
the light make colours shift and 
constantly change appearance. 
Impressionist artists paint a sub-
ject as they see it at a particular 
moment in time, not exactly as  
it is in reality.

Pointillism Painting with dots 
in different colours. If you look at 
a work from a distance, your eyes 
‘mix’ the colours. 

On the right below you can see four works by 
Vincent. Four works by other artists are on the 
left. They are accompanied by brief descriptions. 

Your task is to link two of the works to each 
description: a work by Vincent van Gogh and  
a work by one of his sources of inspiration.

6
Vincent lived at a time that saw a great deal of 
artistic experimentation. He experimented too, 
painting in a wide variety of different styles. He 
found a lot of inspiration in the way other art-
ists worked. That’s what this exercise is about.

When he was creating his paintings, Vincent van 

Gogh used brushes of different thicknesses.  

He often used to spread the paint thickly onto 

the canvas. This technique is called ‘impasto’. 

The oil paint he used was in tubes – a recent 

invention in the nineteenth century! These tubes 

made it easy for Vincent to take his paint with 

him whenever he wanted to paint outside. 
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a  Compare these portraits with the way the 
comic-book illustrator has depicted Vincent. 
Note down at least two similarities and at least 
two differences. 

b  Make your own self-portrait in the style of 
Vincent van Gogh. Here are a few suggestions 
to help you:

7

8

Vincent van Gogh made a lot of paintings 
and drawings. Nowadays he’s a world-
famous painter and his paintings are 
worth a huge amount of money, but that 
certainly wasn’t the case in Vincent’s 
lifetime.

Vincent van Gogh painted a large number of self-por-
traits. Some of these appear below. Painting self- 
portraits allowed Vincent to practise painting faces, 
without having to pay a model.

a  Why do you think the works of 
Vincent van Gogh cost so much 
money now?

b  Vincent never became very wealthy 
from the sale of his works. Can you 
explain why?

c  The price of a painting depends on 
a number of factors. Suggest three 
different factors that can influence 
the price of a painting. 

d  Look at the following painting by 
Vincent van Gogh. It’s a portrait 
of the owner of a café in Arles: 
L’Arlésienne. In 2006, this painting 
was sold to a private collector for 
over forty million dollars (£22m). 
Write an explanation of why you 
think this painting went for such  
a high price.

e  If you look carefully, you can find 
this woman in the comic book too. 
On which pages? 

•	 Use	a	good	MIRROR, as Vincent did.
•	 	Enlarge	a	PHOTOGRAPH of yourself, hold  

it up to a window and trace the outline onto  
a sheet of paper. 

•	 	Thicken	your	paint	with	FLOUR and use  
the impasto technique.

•	 Try	painting	stripes	in	different	COLOURS. 
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a  What material(s) did Vincent use for this  
painting? 

B  Describe the picture: what can you see?

c    Describe the following aspects of the painting: 
colour, composition, space, light, form,  
structure

d  Try to find out why Vincent created this  
particular work of art.

e  How did Vincent paint this picture? What did 
he paint first and what style and technique  
did he use?

f  What do you think of this painting? Give  
reasons for your opinion. 

10Search on the internet or look in a book 
for a picture of a painting by Vincent van 
Gogh. Choose the painting that appeals 
most to you. Then answer these questions. 

Publisher: Stichting Eureducation, in collaboration with the Van Gogh Museum
Exercises: Janno van der Eem / Hartenlustschool, Bloemendaal (The Netherlands)
Design: Studio Teekens Translation: Laura Watkinson
© Stichting Eureducation / Van Gogh Museum  www.eureducation.nl www.vangoghmuseum.com
 
All of the featured works of art by Vincent van Gogh are in the collection of the Van Gogh Museum and are the property  
of the Vincent van Gogh Foundation, with the exception of the painting in exercise 7.

A  How can you tell that the singer admires 
Vincent van Gogh? Put your answer in writing.

B  The singer also feels sorry for the painter.  
How do you know? Why do you think he feels 
that way?

c  Don McLean found inspiration for this song 
in various paintings by Van Gogh. Read the 

lyrics again. Then look online for pictures of 
Vincent’s paintings that you think fit well with 
Don McLean’s song. Are you allowed to print 
them? If so, cut out the pictures and write the 
verse or chorus of the song next to the paint-
ing that you think is the best match for those 
words. If you can’t print the picture, just note 
down the titles of the paintings next to the  
relevant verse or chorus. 

9
The American singer Don McLean wrote a song 
called ‘Vincent’, which is all about Van Gogh. Find 
a recording of the song and look online for the 
lyrics. Listen to the song and then answer the 
questions. 
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